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WEATHER The week was unseasonably warm. Temperatures averaged about 120 above

normal in the east to 8° above in the west. Nights were very warm in the

east, and there was no frost or freezing temperatures in the west. Light to moderate

showers fell over most of the central and eastern _ortions of the state, with a few

heavy rains, which exceeded tw_o inches locally over the lower Republican Valley and

the lower Little Blue Valley. There was no rain of consequence in the west.

Humidity was higher ai_cor Friday, but before then the weather v_s sunny and very dry.

CROPS About 52% of the corn had been picked by the close of last week. The harvest

is so far advanced in some counties that picking may be completed in those

counties by the close of the week. The percentages of corn harvested by districts are

as follows: Northwest, 8%; North-central, 38%; Northeast, 55%_ Central, 53%; East-

central, 55%_ Southwest, 34%; South-central, 33%_ Southeast, 4_%j State, 82%, Rains

and higher humidity in eastern Nebraska during the past week improved the condition

of corn for harvesting with mechanical pickers.

Yields vary considerably, some in southern Nebraska being below expectations,

while yields in northern Nebraska are exceeding expectations. So far it appears

that the state avorag_ yield may be a little better than indicated 0otobor I. The

quality is poor in much of southern Nebraska and not equal to that of last year in
northern Nebraska.

The drouth has stimulated the interest in pump irrigation. One eastern Nebraska

counoy reports _venty-one new wells this year and another has contracts for _enty

now wells next year. Yields of corn under pump irrigation have been averaging from

three to four times the yields of dryland corn this year.

Rains of the past week improved the wheat situation in the eastern half of the

state. H_ever, i_ most of the _ountios the amounts were insufficient for material

benefit. The western half of the state received little or no rain. Most of the

western half of the state has had no rain of consequence for nine weeks, and the rain

of the past week broke a seven week drouth in the eastern half of the state.

Harvesting of potatoes is nearing completion in western Nebraska. Weather con-

ditions were favorable for harvest. Most of the crop was placed in storage because

of the exceedingly low prices, ranging from 65# to $i a hundred pounds of field-run

potatoes. The harvest of sugar beets is making good progress and most of the har-

vesting is done by machinery.

The range area in western Nebraska, including north-central Nebraska, did not

receive sufficient rain to wash the dust off the range food. Milk production is

dov_ because of poor pastures. Farmers are eager to finish corn harvest so they

can pasture the corn stalk fields.

LIVESTOCK Feeder cattle sales have been picking up. The reports continued to in-

dicate fewer cattle in food lots than last year. Reports on hay and

forage supply indicate a shortage in much of the southern portion of the state.

WEATHER BUREAU TELEGRAPHIC REPGRT OF PRECIPITATION FCR V{EEK ENDING OCT. 19, 1953

Eastern Division
/_O Central Division

Grand Island ,22 Burwoll .12 Chadron .01

L_ncoln ,16 /0-- 2. 0 Lexington ,50 Imperial ,O1

Norfolk ,08 _'_ North Platte ,O1 Scottsbluff ,OS

Omaha e64 Valentine ,02 Sidney 0
Sioux City .64

Western Division



O

Under soored

Reports
Unofficial

HIGHEST AND LOWEST TE_IPEPATb_RES (for 2h hours ending in a.m.)

October

15th l_$th 15th 16th 17th 18th 19th
Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min _!ax Min Max Min _Zax _in

NW Chadron 8h 51 80 _3 80 _9 76 _7 70 -- 76 36 -- 53

Scottsbluf£ 81 _8 7_ _i 7_ _ 75 _3 70 h2 76 3_ -- _2

Sidney 83 hA 74 57 71 39 72 hi 73 34 76 38 -- 41
N-C Burwell ........ 84 _l 80 _7 66 41 82 _3 85 50

Valentine 84 56 81 47 79 _9 77 53 74 _6 80 _3 8h 51

NE Norfolk 80 /_5 82 50 84 h8 82 50 69 56 80 51 80 52

Sioux City 78 _Z 81 _9 85 _8 85 53 75 52 79 35 77 55
Cen. Grand Island 81 _5 8_ 53 82 _8 79 51 71 5_ 78 52 81 56

Lexington 82 _3 81 _3 79 39 73 52 68 _5 77 49 -- _5

E-C Lincoln 77 _7 82 53 83 51 8_ 58 79 62 81 62 80 66

O_ha 77 52 81 55 86 55 8_ 55 79 62 76 61 81 6_

SW Imperial 86 52 80 _O 76 37 73 h5 75 h2 80 39 -- hA

North Platte 85 53 77 h_ 78 59 72 51 7_ 3_ 79 36 83
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